There are very many who though not denying the Holy Scriptures, do not belie ve
in endless torments.
Saint Augustine, 354-430. (Chief early opponent of salvation for all.)

We assert that the Word, who is the Wisdom of God, shall bring together all in-
tellig ent creatures, and convert them into his own perfection, through the instru-
mentality of their free will and of their own exertions. The Word is more powerful
than all the diseases of the soul, and he applies his remedies to each one accor d-
ing to the pleasure of God—for the name of God is to be invoked by all, so that
all shall serve him with one consent.

Origen, 185-254. (Views declared heretical in 553.)

Book Review:

If Gracels True: Why God Will Save Every Person,
by Gulley and Mulholland, 2003, 224 pages.

Summary. This book presentghe unorthodoxideaof universal salvation, which fol-
lows from a view of God asinfinitely loving and merciful, with unlimited grace. One
cannothold suchviews with aliteral readingof the Bible, althoughthe authorsshaw there
is significantbiblical support. Moreover, suchideaswere prominentin the early church,
andhave beencommonafterthe Reformation.

Contents

1. TheDilemma. . . . . . . . . . |Ibelieve God will save every person.
(i) “How canyou contradictiraditionandthetestimoty of the Bible?”
(i) “Aren’t wefreeto rejectGod’s love andignorehis grace?”
(iii) “If everyoneis goingto hearen,why wasJesusecessary?”
(iv) “What aboutMuslims,Buddhistsatheists?”
(v) “YoumeanAdolphHitler will bein hearen?”

2. TrustingOur ExperienceNith God. . . | believe God will save every person.

Theauthorsasserthatbeliefis muchmorethanknowing scripture sothat(for them),when
God“speakghroughScripture”,it isn't the Scripturespeakingbut God. Thismeansoughly
thatthe Bible mustbe understoodndinterpretednottakenliterally.

3. TheCharactenfGod. . . . . . . . |Dbelieve God will save every person.
TheauthorsseeGodasthe Perfect Father, asLove, asHoly, andasJust.
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4. TheWill ofGod. . . . . . . . . . |believe God will save every person.

Why would God save someanddamnthe rest? The authorsdon't like to think eitherthat
Godchoosesto do this, or that Godis unable to do ary better

5. TheSahationof God. . . . . . . . I|believe God will save every person.

This is the mostproblematicof the chapterdor a traditional Christian. The authorsdo not
regardJesusasSavior, but asLord; Godis our savior. “The crossnolongerunderstoocdsa
paymentor humansin, illustrateshumanresistancéo grace’

By salvation they mean‘much morethanaticketto heaszen,muchmorethanbeingcleansed
of sinsandrescuedrom hell’s fire, moreeventhanbeingraisedfrom the grave andgranted
eternallife.” Insteadthey mean“being freedof every obstacleto intimacy with God. We
will know aswe areknown andlove aswe areloved’

6. ThePersistencefGod. . . . . . |Dbelieve God will save every person.

The authorsdiscusstheir belief in God’s infinite graceand mergy, in God’s never-ending
persistence.

Two Partial Reviews:

Thisbookis aneloquentandpersuasieargumentor universalism— atheologicatermthatsimply
meansevery soulwill eventuallywind up in heaven. The authors’casemay prove controversial
and hardto digestfor mary Christians,fed from birth the notion that only thosewho believe in

JesusChristwill be “saved” But the authors’agumentsare very persuasie: To saythatsome
will be condemnedo Hell for eternityis to suggesthat a persons sin or willingnessto reject
Godwill ultimately prove more powerful thanGod’s love. If you believe that God’s love is the
mostpowerful forcein the universe the authorsargue,thenyou mustbelieve that God’s love will

ultimately triumph — for everyone. It is God’s will thateveryoneis “saved”, andto condemna
large percentag®f humanhistoryto thefiresof hell is to pronouncehe ultimatefailure of God’s
love — anotionthatthe authorscannotabide. This is an exciting, wonderfulbook that confirmed
mary of my own doubtsabouta “god” who would sendbillions of his childrento hell for not
believing in or following JesusChrist. To the authors,Christis not somuch Savior, but Lord — a
crucialdifference.

In this wonderfulbook you will learnthatgraceandmerg arethe attributesof God, andthatthe
ultimatesacrificeonthecrosswastheactof aGodwhosaid”l loveyouandyouaremine,forever!”
Irresistible,infinite love is the true Good News of the gospelandit is time it is proclaimedfrom
every church,synagogueandtemplein theworld.



