HTML, XHTML,
and XML

3rd Edition

Tutorial 6

Working with Web
Forms

Thanks to the author of the textbook for providing these
slides. I made slight changes/additions.
Turgay Korkmaz




Objectives

« Explore how Web forms interact with Web servers
« Create form elements

« Create field sets and legends

« Create input boxes and form labels

« Creation option buttons

« Create selection lists

« Create check boxes

New Perspectives on HTML, XHTML, and XML,
Comprehensive, 3rd Edition



Objectives

Create text area boxes

Apply styles to Web forms

Work with form buttons

Explore image elements and hidden fields
Work with form actions and methods

New Perspectives on HTML, XHTML, and XML,
Comporehensive, 3rd Edition
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The success of The Lighthouse Donation FO rm
reflects the dedication and
support of members of the

The Lighthouse 150 Cavates Rd. St Peters, MO 63376
COMMUMITY INkS donatons contact mro

=

indicates required information
J'Cant.aatlnfnrmgr.inn

community who have helped py—— |
make our dream a reality. We Shome " O business 1_
cannot continue to operate

without contributions from First Name |

|
people like you. Last Name [ |
|

You can make a tax-deductible
donation online using your Add
Amencan Express, Discover, Street Address |

|
Master, or Visa card. Please fill oy [ | stae[ |zp [ |

out the form on this page.
The Lighthouse is always

Phone | b

looking for volunteers. We Donation Information
espedially need help in the Donation Amt.
following areas: Credit Card [American Express ¥

N Card Holder Name | |
» Mechanics
- Carpenters Card Number | |
« Electricians Expiration Date  [January (01) W) [2014 [ f&———
e Cooks
« Computer technicians
e« Babysitters
« Data entry persons

Feedback

and MM* Please +3=["] I'm interested in volunteering at The Lighthouse
consider donating your time Comments

and talents to your community
and your neighbors.

Thank you so much for your
generosity!
- ‘{)?rrer:tll;;,es Ughh"muse W Cancel

The Lighthouse = 150 Cavates Rd. = St. Peters, MO 63376 » (636) 555 - 4477




Introducing Web Forms

« Web forms collect information from Web site visitors.

« Web forms include different control elements including:
Cont.aar. Information _
— |nput boxes . .. 17—| option buttons

— Option buttons or

Address for
Crhome

O busine

First Name |

Phone |

|
Last Mame | |
|
|

Street Address |

radio buttons
— Selection lists
— Drop-down lists boxes
— Check boxes
— Text areas

—h-l:l I'm interested in volunteering at The Lighthouse

)

City

[ ]

Donation Information

Donation Amt.
Credit Card

Card Holder Name
Card Number

Expiration Date

)

| American Expres

° |
| selection lists |
|
[January (01) [W) [2014 [Wje——

Feadback

Comments

+«——— text area box |

—J

| form button |—={"submit Donation ) (Cancel )




Forms and Server-Based
Programs

« While HTML supports the creation of forms, it does not
Include tools to process the information.

« The information can be processed through a program running
on a Web server.

Donation FOI’T_TI

data from the Web form is

PR ; sent to a program running
e on the Web server
| Home @ Business
First Name™ Gary
Last Name* Browne |
Phone® 555-8918
Street Address™ 400 Southland Drive
City™ St Peters State MO zIp 63376
Donation Amount™ 260
Credit Card* MasterCard
Cardhaolder Name™ Gary Browne
Card Number® 01234567890
Expiration Date’ May (05} -l 2014 -
I'min at Th
Comments
PPPPP me about wi
feedback from the 6
Web server can be
[_SubmitDonation | [ Cancel |

sent back to the client



Forms and Server-Based
Programs

e Server-based programs are written in many languages

« The earliest and most commonly used are Common
Gateway Interface (CGIl) scripts that are written in Perl.

« Other popular languages include:
— ASP
— ColdFusion
— C/C++
— PHP
— VBScript

New Perspectives on HTML, XHTML, and XML, 7
Comprehensive, 3rd Edition



Creating a Web Form

 Forms are created using the form element, structured as
follows:

<form attribu tes> <div id="rightColumn">

<hl>Donation Form</hl> . )
<ps<span=*</span> indicates required information</p>

el emen ts ~:1'I1D:rm name="donat ionForm” id="donationForm”>
</fForm=
</form> </div>

« Where attributes are the attributes that control how
the form Is processed and elements are elements
places within the form.

New Perspectives on HTML, XHTML, and XML, 8
Comporehensive, 3rd Edition



Creating a Web Form

Form attributes usually tell the browser the location of
the server-based program to be applied to the form’s
data. (more at the end of these slides)

<form action="url” method=“type”>

</form>
Always specify an id or name for the form.
The syntax of the id and name attributes are as follows:

<form name=“name” 1d=“1id”>.. </form>

Where name is the name of the form and id s the id of
the form.

New Perspectives on HTML, XHTML, and XML, 9
Comprehensive, 3rd Edition



Creating a Field Set

. | TML and XHTML allow you to <form name="donationForm" id="dc

«fieldsetr id="contact”>

organize option buttons into a </fieldset>
group of fields called field sets. <fieldset id="donation">

z/Fieldset>
<fieldset id=%“id”> | _WE ) H_
«fieldset id="feedback":>

controls ol dset>
</fieldset> T e ———
where id identifies the field set = =
and controls are the control L Se—wewe
elements associated with fields o e
within the field set = =

New Perspectives on HTML, XHTML, and XM
Comporehensive, 3rd Edition (oSsbmaDension ) (Canesl




Creating a Field Set

* To add a caption to a field set, add the following tag after
the opening <fieldset> tag:
<legend>

text
</legend>

<form name="donationForm” Tid="donationForm”>
<fieldset id="contact">
<legend>Contact Information</legend>
z/fieldset>

<fieldset id="donation >
<legend>Donation Information</legend:>
</fieldset>

Where text is the text of
the field set caption. </fieldser>

legend

<fieldset id="feedback™>
< |l egend>Feedback</ | egend>

</form>

field sets

"l

Contact Information
Donation Information
Feedback

Donation Form

* indicates reguired information




Creating Input Boxes

« The general syntax of input elements is as follows:
<input type=“type” name=“name” id=%“id” />

Where type specifies the type of input control, and the
name and id attributes provide the control’'s name and id.

<form name="donationForm” id="donationForm'">
<fieldset id="contact'>

<]egend>Contact Information</legend:>
First Name

<input type="text" id="firstName" name="firstName" />
Last Name

<input type="text" id="lastName” name="TlastName" />

text type indicates |</fieldset> +
an input text box

Contact Information
First Name Temy Last Name Ives

Donation Informabion
Feedback



Creating Input Boxes

Type Value Description General Appearance
button Displays a button that can be clicked to per-

form an action from a script Run Progiam _ |
checkbox Displays a check box & £l
file Displays a Browse button to locate and select

a file donafions him | Browse.. |
hidden Creates a hidden field, not viewable on the

form
image Displays an inline image that can be clicked to

perform an action from a script l
password Displays an input box that hides text entered

b'_"fth'E USEF (L ILTT 1N Y ]
radio Displays an option button L
reset Displays a button that resets the farm when

clicked Cancel Donaton ]
submit Displays a button that submits the form when

clicked Submit Donation ]
text Displays an input box that displays text

entered by the user Terry Ives




Working with Field Labels

* You can also expressly link a label with an associated
text element for scripting purposes.

« The syntax for creating a form label is as follows:
<label for=%“id”>label text</label>

Where id is the value of the id attribute for a field’s
control element, and label text is the text of the label.

<fieldset id="contact”> ‘
<legend>Contact Information</]egend:

F1rst Name
{1nqut type="text"” id="firstName” name="firstName" />
</label>
<|abel>
LasT Name
{gnqut type="text"” id="lastName"” name="Tlastname" />
1abe

</Fieldset>

14



Working with Form Styles

Contact Information
First Name Tefry Last Name lves

Contact Information

First Name
Last Name
<label class="blockLabel">
FIrst Name
<input type="text"” id="firstName" name="firstname" />
</1abel>
<label class="blockLabel">
Last Name
<input type="text" id="lastName" name="TlastName" />-
</1abel>
label.blockLabel fdisplay: bleck; position: relative; margin: 12px Opx}

label.blockLabel input {position: absolute; left: 150px}



<label class="blockLabel">

First Name<spam-*</span>

{inqut type="text" id="firstName" name="firstName"” />
</ label>

<]label class="blockLabel">

Last Name<span>*</span-
{1n?ut type="text" id="lastName” name="lastName" />
</label>

#donationForm span {color: red}

<fieldset id="contact"»>
<legend=Contact Information</legend>

<label class="blockLabel">
First Na.ne::span}*<,n’5pan>

<input type="text" id="firstName” name="firstName" />
</label>
<label class="blockLabel"> :
Last Name<span>*</span: Contact Information
<input type="text"” id="lastName" name="TlastName" />
</label> First Name*
<label class="blockLabel"> Last Name™
Phone<span>*</span>
<input type="text” id="phone” name="phone” /> Phone®
</label>
Street Address™

<label class="blockiLabel">

Sstreet Address<spamn*</span-

<input type="text” id="street” name="street”’ />
</label>

</fieldset>

New Perspectives on HTML, XHTML, and XML, 16
Comprehensive, 3rd Edition



Setting the Width
of an Input Box

« To change the width of an input box, use the width

attribute, which is displayed as follows:
#1id {width: wvalue}

Where id iIs the id of the control and value is the width

you want to apply to the input box

#T1rstName, #lastName, #street {width:

#phone, #city twidtn:
#state twidth:
#Z1p twidth:

Contact Information
First Name™
Last Name™
Phone™

Street Address™

City™ State™ ZIP

25emsj;
1LOem}
3em}
7/ em;

17



Setting Other attributes for a Field

« Setting the Maximum Width of an Input Box

values of the state field are
<label> r limited to two characters

State<span>*</span>_
<1nqut type="text" id="state" name="state" maxlength="2" />
>

</1abe
<label>
e values of the zip
<input type="text" id="zip" name="zip" maxlength="10" /> . Ari
</1abel> P ¥ : ’ field are limited to
10 characters

« Setting a Default Value for a Field

St. Peters is the default

<label class="indentLabel"> value for the city field
City<span>*</span>
{inqut type="text" id="city" name="city" value="St. Peters" />
</label>
<label>
State<span-*</sparc-
{inqut type="text" id="state" name="state" maxlength="2" value="M0" />
</label>
MO is the default value f
for the state field
New Perspectives on HIML, XHTML, and XML, 18

Comprehensive, 3rd Edition



Session 6.2
Creating Option Buttons

« Option buttons, or radio buttons allow users to make
selections.

— Option buttons only allow the user to select one
option at a time.

Contact Informabon
Address For |
Home @ Busmness '
First Name™ Gary
Last Namea™ Browne
Phone™ 5558918
Street Address™ 400 Southland Dnve
City™ St Peters ctate™ MO | zip 63376
New Perspectives on HTML, XHTML, and XML, 19

Comporehensive, 3rd Edition



Creating a Group of Option
Buttons

iIngle
f' <fieldset>
|€ <legend=Party Affiliation</legend:-
<1i <label for="demOption"=Democrat</label= "o/>
<input type="radin” name="party” id="demoption” wvalue="dem" />
4 1A
< <label fnr-"ﬂopﬂptinn”}REPub'l'ican-:ﬂabe'lnr />
<i <input type= radio” name="party’ id="gopOption" value="gop" /> "o/
<label for="indoption">Independent</label> L )
to <input type="radio” name="party  i1d="1ndOption” value="ind” /> Wlth
th' </fieldset>
St HTML code d
V¢
Party Affiliation
o T( Democrat &) Republican &) Independent © ]
<:
open buttons
New Perspectives on HTML, XHTML, and XML, 20

Comporehensive, 3rd Edition



<form name="donationForm™ jd="donationForm">

«fieldset id="contact">

<legend>Contact Information</]legend>

«Fieldset id="addressoptions">
<legend>Address For</legend-

<label for="homeType >Home</labe]l>
eType"” name="addressType" value="home" />

<input type="radio" id="hom

<label for="busType"»Business</]1abel>
<input type="radio” id="busType" name="addressType"” value="business" />

</Fieldset>

<label class="blockLabel">
First Name<s *</span>

<in
</1abe

Home © Business O

i qut type="text" id="firstName" name="firstName" />
=

width: 10em

#firstName, #lastName, #street [width: 25em}

{width: 180px; margin-left: 150px}

First Name™
Last Name™

Street Address™

Address For
Home & Business &

City* St Peters

ame” # hDrIE, #Ci
Z:ame’ #gtate Y width: 3&.}
#zip {width: 7em}
Phone*
Strect Address #addressoptions
City* St Peters State= MO zIp
Contact Information

State® MO  zip

21




Creating a Selection List

« A selection list IS a list box from which a user selects a
particular field value or set of field values.

— Selection lists are useful when there are a fixed set of
possible responses from the user.

<label for="candidate">Candidate</label>
<select id="candidate”™ name="candidate">

<select id="party” name="party"> <optgroup label="pemocrat">
<option>Tim Har_r‘}'s</ogt1’gr}>
. B . <option>Gary Nielsen</option>
<option value="dem">Democrat</option> <option>Kate Paulenty</option>
<option value="gop">Republican</option> </opraroup> B
<option value="1nd">Independent</option: <optgroup label-="republican’>
<option=Barbara Alt</option>
<gption>Peter Trudea</option>

<option=Maria Sandoval</option>
"‘:;”S'E-I ect> {foptgroup:» P

=</select>

HTML code

HTML code
Candidate | Tim Harris -
Democrat Democrat - Democrat option group label}
Democrat Gary Nielsen
Republican Relﬁl;i?aulem}'
FCSNT
Independent " Barbara Alt

Peter Trudea
Maria Sandoval

rendered selection list

selection list option group




Setting the Selection List Size

* You can change the number of options displayed in the
selection list by modifying the size attribute. The syntax
Is as follows:

<select size= “wvalue”>. </select>

Where value IS the number of items that the
selection list displays in the form.

Tim Hamis
Gary Nielsen
TimHams - Kate Paulenty
Gary Nielsen  [=| Barbars Alt
Kate Paulerty Peter Trudea
candidate TimHarris - i—andidate Barbara Alt - Candidate Maria Sandoval

size="1" size="4" size="6"(all)




Inserting a selection list

<fieldset id="donation">
<legend>Donation Information</legend:-

<label class="blockLabel">

Donation Amount<sparn=*</span:

<input type="text" id="amount” name="amount"” />
=/ label>

<label class="blockLahel >
Credit Card<span>*</span-
<select jd="creditcard” name="creditcard™>
<option value="aAmex">American Express</option=
<option value="Disc">Discover</option-
<option value="MC">MasterCard</option=
<option value="visa">Visa</options

</select> #FirstName, #lastName, #street {width: 25em
</1abel> #phone | #city ’ {wﬁgtng 109!1
z #stat idth: 3
</fieldset> ¥zip {:ﬂdth: 733
#addressoptions {width: 180px; margin-left: 150px}
#creditCard {position:absolute; Teft: 150px}
Donation Information
Donation Amount™
. - :
Credit Card American Express ~
New Perspectives on HTML, XHTML, and XML, 24
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<label class="blockLabel™>
Credit Card<span>¥</span>
<select id="creditCard” name="creditcCard">
<option value="aAmex">American Express</option>
<option value="Disc">Discover</option-
<option value="MC">MastercCard</option>
<option value="visa">Visa</option-
</select>
</1abel>

<Tabel class="blockLabel">
cardholder Name<span>*</spamn>

<input type="text id="cardHolder"” name="cardHolder™ />
</1abel=>

<label class="blockLabel">
card Number<span>*</span>

<input type="text  id="cardNumber” name="cardNumber”™ />
</1abel>

</fieldset>

Donation Information

Donation Amount™

Credit Card™ American Express ~
Cardholder Name™

Card Number™

New Perspectives on HTML, XHTML, and XML,
Comprehensive, 3rd Edition
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<label class="blockLabel">

Card Nu <span>*</span>
<i type-"gext" id="cardNumber” name="cardnNumber"” />
</ label>

<label class="blockLabel">
Expiration Date<span-*</spar>
<select id="expMonth” name="expMonth">

<option value="01">January (01)</optiomn=
<option value="02">F ehruarg (02)</option>
<option value="03">March (03)</option>
<option value="04">April (04)</option>
<option value="05">may (05)</optiom-
<option value="06">June (06)</option> Donation Information
<option value="07">July (07)</optiomn=
<option value="08">auqust (08)</option- Donation Amount™
<option value="09">September (09)</opti )
<option value="10">0ctober (10)</option: Credit Card” American Express ~
<option value="11">November Ellgﬂ’upti o
<option value="12">December (12)</optiot Cardholder Name™
</select>
<sel Ect'i i dn"ez_-lcp?ear " hame= “exgvear " Card Number™®
<option value="2011">2011</option=> _— -
{ogtiun value="2012">201 2{}05:1' ore- Expiration Date January (01) ~ 2011 ~
<option value="2013">2013</option>
<option value="2014">2014</option>
<option value="2015">2015</option>
</select:
</label>
SfTIeNEsET> #creditcard {position:absolute; left: 150px}
#cardrvolder, #cardnumber {width: 25em}
#expmonth {position: absolute; Tleft: 150px}
#expyear fposition: absolute; left: 280px}
New Perspectives on HTML, XHTML, and XML, 26
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Making Multiple Selections

« Add the multiple attribute to the select element to create
multiple selections:

<select multiple="multiple”>. </select>

New Perspectives on HTML, XHTML, and XML, 27
Comporehensive, 3rd Edition



Working with

O Check Boxes

(=~

 To create a check box, use:

<input type=“checkbox” name=“name” id="“id"”

value=“value” />

Feedback
[ I'm interested in volunteering at The Lighthouse.

<fieldset id="feedback">
<legend>Feedback</legend>

<label>

<input type="checkbox” id="volunteer” name="volunteer” />
~I'm interested in volunteering at The Lighthouse.
</l1abel>
</fFieldset>

« To specify that a check box be selected by default, use
the checked attribute as follows:

<input type=“checkbox” checked=“checked” />



Working with Text Area Control

« Text area boxes allow users to enter comments.

* An input box would be too small to accommodate the
length of text for this use.

 To create a text area box, use the textarea element:
<textarea name=%“name” id=%“i1d”

rows="value" cols="value"™ wrap=“"type”> ...
</textarea>

Value Description

off All the text is displayed on a single line, scrolling to the left if the text extends past the width
of the box. Text goes to the next row in the box only if the Enter key is pressed. The text is
sent to the CGI script in a single line.

soft Text wraps automatically to the next line when it extends beyond the width of the input box.
The text is still sent to the CGI script in a single line without any information about how the
text was wrapped within the text area box.

hard Text wraps automatically to the next line when it extends beyond the width of the input box. 29
When the text is sent to the CGI script, the line-wrapping information is included, allowing
the CGI script to work with the text exactly as it appears in the text area box.




Working with
Text Area Control

<fieldset id="feedback™> the text area box will have
<legend=Feedback<,/1egend> five lines of 50 characters each
<label=

<input type="checkbox" id="volunteer” name="volunteer"” /=
I'm interested in volunteering at The Lighthouse.
</label=

<label for="comments” class="blockLabel">Comments</label>
<textarea ic="comments"” name="comments” rows="53" cols="530"></textarea>
L -

</fieldser> *

Feedback
[[] 1'm interested in volunteering at The Lighthouse.

Comments

text box area

New Perspectives on HTML, XHTML, and XML,
Comporehensive, 3rd Edition
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Background for
fleldset and space

Donation Form

* indicates required information

— Contact Information

—AddressFor ——
Home ) Business O}

First Name™

Last Name™
Phone™

Street Address™

City* St Peters State® MO  zip

r— Donation Information

Donation Amount™

Credit Card* ‘American Express ~

Cardholder Name™

Card Number®

Expiration Date™ January(01)  ~ 2011 -
[ Feedback

[ I'm interested in volunteering at The Lighthouse.

Comments




Specifying the Tab Order

« Users typically navigate through a form with the tab key.

* You can specify an alternate tab order by adding the
tabindex attribute to any control element in your form.

* The syntax is as follows:
<input name=“fname” id=“"firstName”
tabindex="1" />
This syntax assigns the tab index number “1” to the
fname field from the registration form.

New Perspectives on HTML, XHTML, and XML, 32
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Session 6.3
Working with Form Buttons

e Buttons are a type of control element that performs an
action.

« Types of buttons:
— Command button
— Submit button
— Reset button

Submit Donation ] ‘l Cancel

The Lighthouse « 150 Cavates Rd. = St. Peters, MO 63376 « (636) 555 - 4477

New Perspectives on HTML, XHTML, and XML,
Comporehensive, 3rd Edition
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Creating a Command button

« Command buttons are created using the <input> tag:
<input type=“button” wvalue=“text” />

(No action by itself. We need a script for example JavaScript as we see later)

« Submit buttons submit forms to the server for processing
when clicked. Syntax is as follows:

<input type=“submit” wvalue=“text” />

* Reset buttons reset forms to their original (default)
values. Syntax is as follows:

<input type=“reset” value=“text” />

New Perspectives on HTML, XHTML, and XML, 34
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</fieldset>

<input type="submit” value="Submit Donation” />
<input type="reset"” value="Cancel” />

(‘ </form-

</div> Ti’l@

<address> [ ighthouse
The Lighthouse &bull [9
150 Cavates Rd. &bul ’I The Lighthouse 150 Cavates Rd. St Peters, MO 63376
ST. Peters M MO 63 3?6 &u“l ] : projects upCoRrming everts commarity inlks donatinrs weliimteprs COTILCE T
Egﬁ) 335 - 4477 The success of The Lighthouae D ona ti on FO rm
{'J."a drl 855> reflects the dedication and * indicates required information

support of members of the
Dﬂrl;l:murutvdwhu hawe I'Il-EIDed
make our dream a reality. We B
cannot contnue to operate [ Contact Information
weithout conkributions from Address For

paople like you. - e
- Home & Business 3
¥ou can make a tax-deductbla

danation online usiNg rour

American Express,. Discover, Firat Name®
Master, or Visa card. Pleasea fill
out the form on this page. Laskt MNams="
The Lighthouse is always -
looking for voluntears. We HEETE
especally nead help n the strest address™
following areas:
City= St Peters State* MO zZip

* Mechanics = N
# Carpanters
& Electncians = .
& Cooks — Dronation Tnformation
= Computer cechnicians .
= Babysitters Donation amouns
» Data entry persons . . -

Cradit Card Amencan Exprass -
and many okhers. Pleasa Cardhalder Mame™
consider donating yowur tims
and talents to your community Card Mumbers
and your neighbars. ——— I
Thank you so mudh for your o = January (01) v oo2m -

Qenarosityl

— Terry Ives
Director, e Lighthouse Feedback

I I'm interested in volunteenng at The Lighthouse.

Commenkts

l Submit Donation _ L-Csncel ]

The Lighthouse « 130 Cawvates Rd. = S5t Pebters, MO 632706 = (G36] 555 - 4477

New Perspectives on HTML, XHTML, and XML, 35
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Designing a Custom Button

« Use the button element for greater artistic control over
the appearance of a button.

<button name=“"name” 1d=%1d” wvalue=“value”
type=“type”> content </button>

<button name="home" id="home" type="button">
<img src="homeicon.gif"” alt="" style="vertical-align: middle" />

<span style="color: blue; font-weight: bold; font-style: italic">
Return to the Home Page
</span>

</button-

HTML code

36

custom button
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Creating File Buttons

File buttons are used

to select files so that
their contents can be
submitted for
processing to a
program.

r'r.:"

<input type="Tile" 1d="Tilename" name="T1Tlename"
HTML code

1. Click the
Browse button [ Browse... ]
2. Select a file F’;"j"t""";; e — ?
from the R L i —
Choose file : e 2 ———y— ——
window - o

- ==

E =

=

Pobdan

Sorwwe s g Al e

3. The file name e
and location are
Plamd in the Cidonations | ]
F : s | Srowse..
input box

New Perspectives on HTML, XHTML, and XML,

Comporehensive, 3rd Edition
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Creating Image Field Buttons

Using an image control field with a server-based program

<lnput
type="1mage”
src="url”

... the program on the
Web server responds
with a different action

name="text”
j_ d: b l d " / > Based on where a user clicks

within the image field ...

name .x=coordinateé&
Display report for

. .play report for
name. y=coordl nate Western region

Eastern region

Display report for Display report for

|S se nt tO the server Southern region Midwestern region

New Perspectives on HTML, XHTML, and XML, 38
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Working with Textbosk
Hidden Fields

 Hidden fields are added to a form, but not displayed in
the Web page. The syntax is as follows:
<lnput type=“hidden” name=“name” 1d=%“i1id”
value=“value” />

=<form name="donationForm’ id="donationForm' =

<input type="hidden” name="eMail" id="email"
value="dconations@chelighthouse.org” /=

<fieldset id-"contact”=
<legend>Contact Information</legend:>
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Working with Form Attributes

to send data to the server
<form action=http://www.rebol.com/cqi-bin/test-cgi.cqi> —

« After adding the elements to your form, you’'ll need to specify
where to send the form data and how to send it. Use the
following attributes:

<form action=%“url” method="“type”
enctype="type”> . </form>

Where url specifies the filename and location of the
program that processes the form and the method attribute

specifies how your Web browser sends data to the server.
The enctype attribute specifies the format of the data

the enctype attribute

stored in the form’s field . p —

Descri
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Working with Textbok
Form Attributes

« The method attribute can have one of two values:
— Post
— Get

 The get method is the default; get appends the form data
to the end of the URL specified in the action attribute.

« The post method sends form data in a separate data
stream, allowing the Web server to receive the data
through “standard input.” safer and can deal with long data

<form name="donationForm” id="donationForm”
action=http://www.rebol.com/cai-bin/test-cqgi.cqi
method=*“post”>
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Using the mailto Action

* The mailto action accesses the user’'s own e-mail
program and uses it to mail form information to a
specified e-mail address.

— Bypasses the need for server-based programs.

« The syntax is as follows:
<form action="mailto:e-mail” method="post”

enctype=“text/plain”> .. </form>

* Where e-mail address Is the e-mall address of the
recipient in the form.
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Tables for Form layout

<form action=""http://www.rebol.com/cgi-bin/test-cgi.cgi'* method=""get"">

</form>

Name: <input type=""text" name=""Field1" size=""25" /> <br />
Lastname: <input type=""text" name=""Field2" size=""25" /> <br />
Address: <input type=""text" name=""Field3"" size=""25" /> <br />
e-mail: <input type=""text" name=""Field3" size=""25" /> <br />
comments: <input type=""textbox"" name=""field5" /> <br />

<input type=""submit' name=""Submit' value=""Submit" />

Name- Name:
Lastname: Lastname:
Address: Address:
e-mail- e-mail:
comments: comments:

"



Tables for Form layout
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<form action=""http://www.rebol.com/cgi-bin/test-cgi.cgi'* method=""post"">
<table>
<tr> <th>Name: </th>

<td> <input type=""text' name=""Fieldl" size=""25"" /> </td> </tr>
<tr> <th>Lastname: </th>

<td> <input type=""text' name=""Field2" size="'25"" /> </td> </tr>
<tr> <th> Address: </th>

<td> <input type=""text" name=""Field3"" size="'25" /> </td> </tr>
<tr> <th>e-mail: </th>

<td> <input type=""text" name=""Field4"" size="'25" /> </td> </tr>
<tr> <th>comments: </th>

<td> <input type=""textbox" name=""field5" /> </td> </tr>
<tr> <th> </th>

<td> <input type=""'submit" name=""Submit™ value=""Submit™ /></td> </tr>
</table>
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Tips for Creating Effective Forms

« Mark fields that are required, but also limit the number of
unrequired fields. Don’t overwhelm your users with
requests for information that is not really essential. Keep
your forms short and to the point.

 If you need to collect a lot of information, break the form
Into manageable sections spread out over several
pages. Allow users to easily move backward and forward
through the forms without losing data.

New Perspectives on HTML, XHTML, and XML, 45
Comprehensive, 3rd Edition



Tips for Creating Effective Forms

* Provide detailed instructions about what users are
expected to do. Don’t assume that your form is self-
explanatory.

 If you ask for personal data and financial information,
provide clear assurances that the data will be secure. If
possible, provide a link to a Web page describing your
security practices.

« Clearly indicate what users will receive once the form is
submitted, and provide feedback on the Web site and
through e-mail that tells them when their data has been
successfully submitted.
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